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MEDCASE
A MULTIMEDIA PROBLEM SOLVING CASE STUDY PROGRAM

FOR  TEACHING PATHOPHYSIOLOGY OF DISEASES

Multimedia Software Development Series

Developed as a joint project of UCLA School of Medicine
and our Research and Development Department, MEDCASE
has been used in teaching computer laboratories at UCLA
since 1992.  Over 800 medical students have been trained
on this system as a part of their second year education.
More than twelve other medical schools, including Harvard,
have expressed interest in training their students using this
state-of-the-art system.

MEDCASE provides students with case studies of patients
who have to be cured within a given budget.  A complex
variety of medical tests and procedures are available on-
line.  Students can examine the results of their diagnosis and
treatment in the follow-up visits of the patients.

A sophisticated database system tracks every move and
decision made by each student.  This system can be used to

measure the progress of students, as well as to conduct class case studies.  One example of such class case study was
conducted in 1993.  The purpose of this study was to determine wether budgetary limitations would influence the way
the patients were treated.
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